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the office of Lieutenant Governor, the Governor shall
nominate a person who shall succeed to that office upon
confirmation by the affirmative vote of a majority of all
members of the General Assembly in joint session.

(e) If vacancies in the offices of Governor and Lieu-
tenant Governor exist at the same time, the General As-
sembly shall convene forthwith, and the office of Govet-
nor shall be filled for the remainder of the term by the
affirmative vote of a majority of all members of the Gen-
eral Assembly in joint session. The person so chosen as
Governor by the General Assembly shall then nominate a
person to succeed to the office of Lieutenant Governor,
upon confirmation by the affirmative vote of a majority
of all members of the General Assembly in the same joint
session. The President of the Senate shall serve as acting
Governor until the newly elected Govetnor has qualified.
If a vacancy exists in the office of Lieutenant Governor,

-at a time when the Lieutenant Governor is authorized to
serve as acting Governor, the President of the Senate shall
serve as acting Governor. If there is a vacancy in the of-
fice of the President of the Senate at a time when he is
authorized to serve as acting Govetnor, the Senate shall
forthwith convene and fill the vacancy.

(f) When the Lieutenant Governor or a person elected
by the General Assembly succeeds to the office of Gov-
ernor, he shall have the title, powers, duties, and emolu-
ments of that office; but when the Lieutenant Governor
ot the president of the Senate serves as acting Gover-
not, he shall have only the powers and duties of that
office. When the President of the Senate serves as act-
ing Governor, he shall continue to be President of the
Senate, but his duties as president shall be performed by
such other person as the Senate shall select.

(g) The Court of Appeals shall have original and exclu-
sive jurisdiction to adjudicate disputes or questions aris-
ing from the failure of the Governor-elect to take office,
or the service of the Lieutenant Governor or President
of the Senate as acting Governor, or the creation of a
vacancy in the office of Governor or Lieutenant Gover-
nor by reason of disability, or the succession to the office
of Governor or Lieutenant Governor, or the exercise of
the powers and duties of a successor to the office of
Governor (amended by Chapter 743, Acts of 1959, ratified Nou.
8, 1960; Chapter 532, Acts of 1970, ratified Nov. 3, 1970).

SEC. 7. The Legislature may provide by law, not inconsis-
tent with Section 26 of Article III of this Constitution, for
the impeachment of the Governor and Lieutenant Gover-
nor (amended by Chapter 743, Acts of 1959, ratified Nov. 8,
1960; Chapter 532, Acts of 1970, ratified Nov. 3, 1970).

SEC. 7A. Vacant (added by Chapter 532, Acts of 1970,
ratified Nov. 3, 1970. Repealed by Chapter 681, Acts of
1977, ratified Nov. 7, 1978).

SEC. 8. The Governor shall be the Commander-in-
Chief of the land and naval forces of the State; and may
call out the Militia to repel invasions, suppress insurrec-
tions, and enforce the execution of the Laws; but shall
not take the command in person, without the consent
of the Legislature.

SEC. 9. He shall take care that the Laws are faithfully
executed.
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SEC. 10. He shall nominate, and, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, appoint all civil and mili-
tary officers of the State, whose appointment, or elec-
tion, is not otherwise herein provided for, unless a dif-
ferent mode of appointment be prescribed by the Law
creating the office.

SEC. 10A. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of
this section, a Governor may not appoint a person to an
office in the Executive Branch of State Government during;

(1) The petiod between a primary election in which

the Governor is not renominated or is ineligible to suc-

ceed himself and the inauguration of the next succeed-
ing Governor; or

(2) If the Governor is nominated in the primary elec-
tion but defeated in the general election, the period be-
tween the general election and the inauguration of the
next succeeding Governor.

(b) In an emergency during the periods described in sub-
section (a) of this section, a Govetnor may appoint a per-
son to an office in the Executive Branch that the Governot
has the power to fill on a temporary basis upon filing a
statement of emergency with the Secretary of State. Ap-
pointments made under this subsection are subject to the
approval of the next succeeding Governot, who may re-
move the temporary officeholder and appoint a replace-
ment (added by Chapter 114, Acts of 1995, ratified Nov. 5, 1996).

SEC. 11. In case of any vacancy, during the recess of
the Senate, in any office which the Governor has power
to fill, he shall appoint some suitable person to said of-
fice, whose commission shall continue in force until the
end of the next session of the Legislature, or until some
other person is appointed to the same office, whichever
shall first occur; and the nomination of the person thus
appointed, during the recess, or, of some other person
in his place, shall be made to the Senate on the first day
of the next regular meeting of the Senate (amended by
Chapter 626, Acts of 1955, ratified Nov. 6, 1956).

SEC. 12. No person, after being rejected by the Senate,
shall be again nominated for the same office at the same
session, unless at the request of the Senate; or, be appointed
to the same office during the recess of the Legislature.

SEC. 13. All civil officers nominated by the Governor
and subject to confirmation by the Senate, shall be nomi-
nated to the Senate within forty days from the commence-
ment of each regular session of the Legislature; and their
term of office, except in cases otherwise provided for in
this Constitution, shall commence on the first Monday
of May next ensuing their appointment, and continue
for two years, (unless removed from office), and until
their successors, respectively, qualify according to Law
(amended by Chapter 99, Acts of 1956, ratified Nov. 6, 1956,
Chapter 161, Acts of 1964, ratified Nov. 3, 1964, Chapter
576, Acts of 1970, ratified Nov. 3, 1970).

SEC. 14. If a vacancy shall occur, during the session
of the Senate, in any office which the Governor and the
Senate have the power to fill, the Governor shall nomi-
nate to the Senate before its final adjournment, a proper
person to fill said vacancy, unless such vacancy occurs
within ten days before said final adjournment.



